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PASTOR'S
LETTER

SEEING THROUGH THE EYES OF THE ONE WHO SEES ALL

Perspective and perception affect everything in our lives. Perspective is how | see things
and perception is how | interpret what | see. The danger is that | make my perspective,
and therefore my perception, the reality that all of the world experiences. The problem is
that my perspective and my perception are very limited. Proverbs 3:5-6 remind us that
there is a Perfect perspective and Perfect perception available to us all: “Trust in the
LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.”

David Atkinson in The Message of Proverbs reminds us, “The point here is that the
believer is being encouraged to trust in the LORD even when things are unclear, and to
lean not on our own understanding even when we think we know best. For the God who
holds the future can see further than we can, and His covenanted love is promised as a
deeper security than anything our dimmer understanding can comprehend or our straining
eyes can glimpse.”

This message seems very timely for me personally, and for all of us together. As we
return to putting out a newsletter for better communication (thanks to Judy Lutz for
taking this great challenge on), and as we work through the building and refocusing
process, we need to be reminded that ‘the One who called us is faithful, and He will do
it!” When you get tempted to depend on your limited perspective and perception, look to
Jesus and ask God to help you see through His eyes: seeing through the eyes of the One
who sees all, makes all the difference! Trust Him! He will never let you down, He will
never lead you astray!

Pastor Merki

See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a
way in the desert and streams in the wasteland." ~Isaiah 43:19
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In the past few years we’ve seen
more and more people in our
congregation having shades of gray
in their hair. Welcome to our aging
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church attendance.

You’ve probably heard the term, “Senior Adult
Ministries” (sometimes referred to simply as ‘SAMs’).
The new name for this group of seniors in our church is
now Prime Time Ministries. This change moves the
focus from age to the value and ministry potential of
our mature adults. It speaks of the unique
opportunities and resources maturing adults represent.
Those of us over 55 years of age are at the Prime Time
in our lives to make a significant impact on our family,
church, and society.

But we also need occasions to be together with others
to ease the loneliness caused by friends moving to
another location or passing away. Why not join us in
our time of fellowship, food and fun on September 20
at our Cape May Seashore Community Church of the
Nazarene with seniors from the other churches on our
zone. We’'ll be enjoying a great seafood and chicken
dinner with local home-grown vegetables. The cost will
be $5.00 per person, payable at the door. See Charles
Layton for details.

Two New CLASS Endeavors Help Pave the Way
for New Ministry Opportunities

The winds of change are blowing through Millville
Church of the Nazarene. As we prepare to break ground
on a new building, new opportunities for outreach,
fellowship, and spiritual development seem to be
appearing all around.

In May, the “Off Campus” Sunday School class started
meeting just a short walk from the church. The Off
Campus class is an experiment in in-depth bible study,
small group dynamics, and discipleship. The class is
about half way through their first study and plan to stat a
new topic in the coming weeks. Limited Space is
available to join the next study, see Cynthia or Walt
Martin for details on the class.

In addition, a new Children’s Ministry team is forming
under the leadership of Sue Bird and Rondalyn Merki.
The team is developing delivery methods that will
stretch far beyond traditional children’s ministry models.
Through discipleship and family involvement, the youth
of our church will be engaged in their faith and excited
about sharing it. Keep an eye out for details as this re-
focused ministry explodes onto the scene in the coming
months.
Walt Martin

Our own Pastor Merki was featured in the
Press of Atlantic City in a great article
about his Pastor of the Year award. If you
didn’t see it, try the following link:
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In the News
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http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/182/story/179837.html

Chief Tim Codispoti was recognized in the Daily
Journal and the Cumberland Journal for his dedication to
preserving the history of the Vineland Police
Department.

August 18 8 22
6 08 PM
Second United Methodist Church
Church & McNeal Stsd Millville
Classes for ALL Ages

VBS 2008 will again be a cooperative ministry of
Millville Church of the Nazarene and 2" United Methodist
Church. As this goes to print, we are still in need of a teacher
for the 6 to 8 year old group, and at least 3 or 4 helpers for
different age groups. Also, we are going to provide nursery
care for age 2 and under, and volunteers are needed who
would be willing to take a turn for 1 evening in the nursery. See
Judy Lutz to volunteer.

The VBS ThemeisGo d & s
will be held for ALL ages, with Pastors Merki and
Lamb | eading the adu
B a ¢ k Ylease spréad the word and invite your
friends!

A Katie Eisenberg and Hannah Merki made the
"The Total Impact Team" this year. For more
information about what that involves, ask Katie
or Hannah!

A Jessica LeBlanc, granddaughter of Rowena and
Firman LeBlanc, made the Dean’s List for the
spring semester at Cumberland County College.

A Mike Jarvis also made the Dean’s List at CCC.

A Katie Lutz graduated from Cumberland County
College with and Associate’s in Fine Arts, and
also earned a place on the Dean’s List for the
spring semester.
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Jim Hughes Ministries

We are blessed to see how God has been moving in the
meetings this Spring and early Summer. There have
been a number of decisions for Christ at our recent
meetings. There have also been several seeking God's
touch for spiritual deepening and emotional healing. We
are seeing an increasing hunger for the things of God in
churches. We have completed updating all of Jim's
music on to Cds. We have four available for sale. They
can either be purchased at church or through the website.
Please keep our finances in prayer. Our schedule has
been full but Jim has had to cancel three weeks of
meetings because of his recent health issues. He is
recovering well and we expect a clean bill of health at
the next doctor's visit in a week. Please visit our website
www.JimHughesMinistries.org for an up to date
schedule and other information on the ministry.

Relevant for Life Outreach Ministry
Rel evant for Life Prai s
Fridayo6, with good ¢
Their services are Sunday nights at 6:00 p.m. w
contemporary music and interactive preaching
Pastor Keiik leading the servige.farthere have been
least 5 commitments to Christ and a number
of recommitment8Ve celebrate the outreach, also
A couple came to church last Sunday night as a reg
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Third Friday Concert. Praise the Lord!

AGo Fisho
Summer Engagements

Saturday, August 09, 20087 7:00 PM
Malaga Camp — Vineland, NJ
Pool concert and picnic with the Go Fish Praise Team.

Sunday, August 31, 2008 T 7:30 PM

The entire group will be leading the evening service at
Malaga Camp. International speaker, seminary president
(and Millville native) Dr. Ron Smith will be the speaker.
There is a possibility that the King's Quartet from the
1970's will do a reunion song or two. You do not want to
miss this evening.

Saturday, September 20, 2008 i 7:00 PM

Our Praise Team and Quartet will be sharing at Cross
Keys United Methodist Church in Williamstown, NJ.
There will be a covered dish dinner at 5:30 PM.
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Celebrating our Freedom

The year is 1968, the place is Phu Bai, Viet

Nam. In the cover of darkness, the young Private is
driving one of 12 jeeps en route to escort an
ammunition convoy. As the lead jeep turns on his
lights while crossing a bridge, the Viet Cong open
up with automatic weapons and machine gun fire.
Some of the jeeps make it across but the enemy fire
disables a vehicle on the bridge blocking it off.

The remaining vehicles receive the brunt of the

attack and three more jeeps are disabled,

including the one driven by the Private. He tries
T et powep shift theevehicke but sivtidenlly iy i

tires punctured from enemy fire. The troopers
gather their comrades, push out of the killing
zone and set up a perimeter of defense on the
bridge. They remain there for three hours. The

of the Private, along with two Sergeants volunteer to

reenter the Viet Cong killing zone to rescue the
disabled jeeps.

With enemy fire persisting, the paratroopers
drive two vehicles, one with the butt of a machine
gun completely shot off and the other with a bullet-
ruptured radiator, back to the bridge. The combat
veteran is not even aware he has placed himself in
added peril until he starts driving one of the
disabled jeeps back to the bridge and realizes he is
out there with no one

The above story is taken from a local
newspaper article written in 1968 and it has a happy
ending. The young man was Private Linwood R.
Pierce, son of Lela Pierce. He made it home and
was awarded his 2" Bronze Star for action taken
that night in Phu Bai. He went on to serve in the
Marines for 5 years and Lela says he is her hero.
Linwood “Butch” Pierce passed away unexpectedly
last year.

If you are interested in reading the original

article in its entirety there are copies on the table in
the sanctuary. Thank you, Lela, for sharing it with
us! And thank you to all of those who have served
or who are serving to protect the freedom we enjoy!
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Precious Hearts Daycare

The daycare has run into delays with licensing but
they are very complicated to explain. Simplifying
those delays and the steps to resolve them: the
Dept. of Environment declared underground water
contamination and the Dept. of Health insisted on
air sampling verify air safety. On Friday, 27 June,
we received the @400 page report of sampling
which, boiled down, says “no indoor air quality
issues exist.” We knew that, but it has taken a long
time to prove it. The report was sent by FedEx to
the Dept. of Health. After they complete an on site
visit and forward a letter of clearance to the Dept.
of Children and Families, DCF will also do an on site
visit before issuing the license. Therefore,
licensing depends on the speed or lack of speed
exercised by these two departments in scheduling
the visits. Keep the daycare in your prayers as
these visits are scheduled and take place.

Employees are anxious for the daycare to open.
We are also looking for infants and toddlers from
birth to age 3 that are interested in daycare
services. Help spread the news by word of mouth.
We are limited to what we can publicize officially
until we receive the license, but word of mouth
advertising is always acceptable.

Shelva
NEW
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recently suffered a disappointing setback when
our first loan application was declined by
Colonial Bank, but we stand firm in our faith
that God is in control of this process, and that
His timing is perfect. Thank you for your
continued financial support, prayers and
words of encouragement to each other and to
our building team. With all of the preliminary
reports prepared in advance we are hopeful
that things will move much more quickly with
the next application to Sun Bank.

New
Arrival

Bob and Ruth Morgan are celebrating
the arrival of their new granddaughter
from Guatemala. Her name is Annabelle
Renee Ream. Great-grandparents are Pat
and Sis Codispoti.

. Attention Adult Choir
J . 8 The choir will be taking a break
j * T for the summer and will resume
" rehearsals in the fall. Watch your

bulletin for the schedule.

To activate the prayer chain, call Michele Atwood at
327-6475 or email Wendy Hughes at
Jimzgrl@comcast.net.

Our church is blessed with an active

youth fellowship . The TEENS are looking for
people who are willing to hosttheir 0 hous e
par t iThisi®a monthly fellowship time
following the 11 am service. See Paul i fyou
would like to do that.

Sunday Worship Schedule

Early Prayer 8:00 am
Early Worship (Traditional) 8:30 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Evening Praise 6:00 pm
Relevant for Life 6:00 pm

“This iz the lagt time [ volunteer to
serwe oh the building committeel™
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IT'S GOD'S TIME

Why not US? Why not ME? Why not NOW?


mailto:Jimzgrl@comcast.net

